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PEACE 
To You and Yours in 2017

Happy Easter 

New Term Begins for the Board 
& Nominating Committee 

All Faiths Thanks You  
for Your Dedication & Service:

Jen Eversole, Secretary (new) 
Sharon Gray, Treasurer (continuing) 

Annely Hudanick, Governor (continuing) 
Lisa Leonhardt, Governor (continuing)

 
Nominating Committee:

Kathleen Weber (new) 
Carol Elrod (continuing) 

Jeanine Martin (continuing) 
Lewis Robinson (continuing) 

Carol Siferd (continuing)



Page 2 Connections April  2017

Board Notes  by Diane Cartwright, President

The Board of Directors met 
on March 15 and, after dis-
cussion on each motion, three 
actions were approved.  They 
include the following:

●   Four scholarships of $200 
each for members to attend the 
UUA General Assembly in 
New Orleans

● Finance Committee to 
make formal application to 
refinance the mortgage held 
by Iberia Bank at a cost of ap-
proximately $2,000 in bank 
fees

● Landscaping plan ap-
proved in concept, with de-
tails to be worked out by Kay 
Riegler and Annely Hudanick.

Among other issues dis-
cussed were the moving of the 
grand piano to the platform so 
that congregants can see how 
it appears on the stage, to aid 
in the decision on whether to 

Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth...

“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world....”

keep this piano or the Yamaha 
Clavinova.  

Also, the Board is planning 
a retreat to review the past 
year, welcome Jen Eversole as 
secretary, set goals, and  renew 
our covenant.

The board approved the 
Congregational  Administra-
tor’s recommendations to 
change payroll companies 
from ADP to ComPay.  Com-
Pay has lower monthly fees 
and has the advantage of being 
a local company with personal 
customer service.  

The security system will 
be repaired and updated for 
$1,400.  Cameras and wiring 
will be replaced.

Attendance for February ser-
vices averaged 133, up from 
120 in January.  The Pledge 
Drive has been successful, 
meeting 89% of our $182,000 

goal.  The pattern has been 
that an additional 15% usually 
comes in from non-pledging 
members and other sources 
not delineated in the budget 
goals.  

The Board gratefully appre-
ciates everyone’s generosity to 
All Faiths.

The next board meeting will 
be held on April 19, 2017, at 
3:30pm.  Members are always 
welcome to attend.

We want to express our 
deepest appreciation to all of 
our members and friends who 
have been so generous in sup-
porting All Faiths through 
these past nine months while 
we have been functioning with-
out the services of a minister. 
During this time we have met 
all of our regular obligations, 
and we have also been able 
to make some much-needed 
repairs and improvements to 
our property. Our attendance 
has been strong, and morale is 
high. Your confidence and trust 
have sustained us well and we 
will soon be moving forward 
into a new phase of our lives 
together when our settled min-
ister Rev. CJ McGregor joins 
us next month. 

It’s a great joy to be part of 
such a happy, courageous, and 
supportive family.  

With compassion and understanding, the All Faiths Board of Directors accepts the 
resignation of Dan Tudor.  Dan has been sharing his talents with All Faiths for over ten 
years.  We have enjoyed his talent as a musician, and appreciate  his special gift as a 
composer.  His original music is part of the C.A.R.E. Channel, played in hospitals across 
the country.

Dan is about to become a grandfather, and he expressed his desire to “support my dear-
est daughter Jessica, Evan, and my first grandchild.”  He will be traveling to California; 
but before he goes, he said he needs to plan his “transition” from Florida to California.  
He is not sure how long he will stay, but we know this grandchild is going to have a lov-
ing and laughing grandpa.

We hope to arrange a date where Dan can come to All Faiths for a celebration of his 
time with us and for us to hear his music again.  We all want a proper farewell.In his 
resignation Dan said he is “thankful for the opportunity to serve as All Faiths' Music 
Coordinator” and wished us “peace and love always.”

We hope Dan can come back and visit from time to time.  We will miss him and wish 
him love, laughter, and health.

Farewell and Best Wishes to 
Dan Tudor

Thanks for Your 
Generous Support

by Joyce Ramay
Chair, Finance Committee

Please Note:  Regina will 
be on vacation from April 3 
through April 7.  The phones 
will be answered during the 
week, but there will be limit-
ed access to the building and 
emails.  If you have an emer-
gency or  something urgent, 
you can call or email Diane 
Cartwright or Joyce Ramay.
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 Robert Bennett reported 
that he was able to move into 
subsidized housing. We are 
glad that this will make his life 
so much better. 

  Jane Broadstone had knee 
replacement surgery and is 
recovering at home. We hope 
that the new knee will give her 
much better mobility. 

  Kendra Maroon had a bout 
with pneumonia and has been 
resting at home. We hope that 
she has a full recovery.

  Joan & Segundo Velasquez 
were happy to join us for a 
visit in March. Segundo went 
to Bolivia for his work for 
Mano a Mano while Joan 
stayed with friends here. It 
was good to see them, and we 
appreciate all the wonderful 
uplifting work that they are 
doing in Bolivia.

Joys & 
Sorrows

With our apologies for any 
omissions, here are the joys 
& sorrows of our members 

expressed in March:

From McGregor Boulevard by Rev. CJ McGregor, Minister

I envy Christian ministers 
this time of year. When the 
April newsletter deadline 
rolls around, they can turn 
to the liturgical calendar and 
hit upon dozens of messages 
and images related to Jesus’ 
resurrection to use for mate-
rial for the newsletter and the 
Easter Sunday sermon. 

Then there is the Unitar-
ian Universalist minister. 
Our tradition doesn’t have 
a liturgical calendar to con-
sult, so how does one reach 
such a theologically diverse 
congregation with a single 
message? What about a res-
urrection message? After all, 
it is Easter—a memorial of 
the resurrection since ancient 
times.  

I find the variety of sto-
ries and interpretations of 
Jesus’ resurrection intrigu-
ing and sometimes comical. 
Take, for example, the story 
of one young Unitarian Uni-
versalist. His Sunday school 
teacher was teaching a les-
son about Easter and asked 
her class, “Who knows the 
story of Easter?” The boy 
jumped up and down wav-
ing his hand as he knew he 
had the answer. The teacher 
called on him and he replied, 
“Easter is the holiday where 
Jesus comes out of his cave 
and if he sees his shadow we 
will have six more weeks of 
winter.” 

I like this story. It’s a bit 
misguided but downright 
funny! It reminds me that 
each of us has our own resur-
rection story. You may share 
the Christian belief that Je-
sus died and was resurrected 
or you may simply see this 
as one of many stories. No 
matter what we believe, the 
proof of victory over death 
is visible and unavoidable. 

This season of “rising again” 
allows us to witness the mir-
acles that are around us. 

When I lived in the north, 
the asparagus crowns I had 
buried deep in the ground 
of my asparagus patch rose 
and, for a very short time, 
offered themselves to sus-
tain me. Spinach, radish-
es, mint, chives, and other 
greens would be ready to 
enjoy from the farm versus 
the supermarket.  Small pe-
rennials would be peeking 
out of peculiar places, leav-
ing us wondering how some-
thing so fragile and precious 
has the determination to rise 
again. 

Here in the south, we ex-
perience a season of “rising 
again” as well. The orange 
blossoms are a clear sign of 
spring. If we search, we will 
find the rare yellow butter-
wort returning. Migrating 
birds from the south will 
pass through our neighbor-
hoods, and those birds who 
have wintered with us bid us 
farewell.  

There are many stories 
and miracles that belong to 
us this time of year. Let us be 
witness to the miracle of res-
urrection and create our own 
Easter story. 

               – Blessings, CJ

April 02  —  The Versatility of Poetry, by Doug Cartwright

April 09  —  Passover, by Rabbi Nicole Luna, Temple Beth el

April 16  —  Easter: We Need All the Help We Can Get,  
                        by Rev. Wayne A. Robinson, 

April 23  —  How Vulnerability Teaches You How to Live, 
   by Yemisi Oloruntola-Coates, Diversity Director, Lee Health 

April 30  — All Faiths: A New Beginning, by Diane Cartwright

April Sermons - "Spring Renewal" 
9 and 11 a.m. 
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Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Happy April 
  Birthday to you!

 

Book Club & Brown Bag - April 10 at 12pm
Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month 
Contacts:  Diane Chernow, dianecher@comcast.net and
                 Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com 
The Topic:  Our Earth.   Be prepared to give a brief talk about a 
book you're reading or you have read that is relevant to any kind 
of discovery - use your imagination.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) - April 20 at 6pm  
Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month 
Contact:  Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
FIG of SW Florida is a group of humanists, rationalists, skeptics, 
free thinkers, atheists, and agnostics.  The first segment of each 
FIG meeting is a social time.  Second segment, tons of insightful 
topics and discussions. 

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am 
Wed. Contact:  David Hauenstein, daveeditor1146@gmail.com 
Friday Contact:  Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com 
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense 
of serenity.

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sunday, April 16
Collection is on the third Sunday of every month. 
Coordinator:  Joyce Schaffer, joycelschaffer@gmail.com
Please donate non-perishable foods such as cereal, peanut 
butter and tuna, and men's and women's clothing to help HIV/
AIDS patients and their families.  This month the clinic would 
appreciate CEREAL over other non-perishable foods.

Contact:  Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com

April 3    Theron Oxley
April 3    Bill Snider 
April 4    Joy Ellyn Ryan
April 4    Barbara Goolsby
April 10  Diana Camp
April 14  Susan Stocker 
April 19  Diane Cartwright 
April 24  Ann Batal 
April 27  Kathleen Weber
April 28  Fearn Richards  
 

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our outings and lunch w/wo a 
movie date. The potlucks, however, are reserved for "single" Solos 
 
Sat. April 01, 1pm - Potluck at Kay Riegler's (239) 437-1211

Sat. April 15, 1pm, Lunch and Outing:  Table & Tap Restaurant 
                                   (Babcock Ranch) with stop at Octagon Animal 
          rescue (carpool on your own)

 

And Coming Up...

If you are missing or see someone 
who is missing from the birthday 
roster, please let Regina know.

May 5  Doug Jeranson 
May 7  Ed Kleinow 
May 8  Ray Kocol 

Farewell to Our Snowbirds – With the 
coming of spring, many of our snowbirds 
are returning to their other homes in the 
North Country. It was a joy to have you 
with us for these past few months, and 
it will be great to see you again when 
the snowfall drives you back here again. 
Have a great summer and stay in touch! 
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1

April 2017

6-8:30 pm
Spiritual 

Discourse & 
Meditation w. 
B. Ramanand

          Sunday               Monday               Tuesday              Wednesday           Thursday              Friday              Saturday

10 am 
Finance  

Comm. Mtg. 

3:30pm 
 Board of  
Governors  
Meeting 

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

7

14

21

28

6

 

13

20

27  

6 pm
Free Inquiry 
Group (FIG)  

1pm
Solos Potluck 

(Page 4)

1pm Solos 
Lunch &  

Outing (Pg 4)

McGregor Clinic

7pm 
AMCA Concert 
The Squirrel 
Hillbillies w. 
Ken Crosby 

opening

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7pm 
AMCA Concert 

Malcolm 
Holcombe.  

David Clayton 
opening

6:30pm 
 Climate Action 

Team  Mtg.

10am
Sun. Service 
Team Mtg.

9 & 11am 
Service

10am 
Adult Ed Forum

5

12

19

26

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

Regina on Vacation - Limited Office Access

12pm
Book Club 
& Brown 

Bag Lunch

7pm 
AMCA Concert 
Pierce Pettis 

w. Kip 
Lawrence 
opening

9 & 11am 
Service

10am 
Adult Ed Forum

9 & 11am 
Service

10am 
Adult Ed Forum

7pm 
AMCA Concert 
Ukulele Kid 
Club Benefit 

Show

2pm 
Coordinating 

Council 
Mtg. 

2pm 
Climate Action 

Team Mtg. 

Pet Shelter 
Collection

See the calendar on-line:   
http://www.allfaiths-uc.org

Updates & Corrections will be on 
the website in Red Print.  
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On March 26, 2017, our Annual Meeting was held to ap-
prove our proposed budget (April 1, 2017—March 31, 2018, 
for $213,332).  We also voted to elect Board and Nominating 
Committee members.  Both the budget and all nominees were 
approved and accepted. Welcome to Kathleen Weber as a new 
member of the Nominating Committee and Jen Eversole as 
Board Secretary.

We have remained within our current budget. Thank you for 
your continuing support and maintaining your generous gifts!  
The Stewardship Committee will be reporting on our final tally 
of pledges, which support our operating expenses. A financial 
review is scheduled to begin in April, after our current fiscal 
year is closed.

Our new minister, Rev. CJ McGregor, will be with us starting 
May 2017. We have included the salary, housing, and benefits 
in our 2017-18 budget.  

The following is the accounting of our finances through Feb-
ruary 28, 2017.  March’s details were not finalized at "press 
time."

            February 2017  INCOME & EXPENSE                          

 INCOME        $21,321 
 EXPENSES $19,308 
 NET GAIN $  2,013  

           Cash Assets (after payroll deducted)

           General Operating Fund      $ 43,058
           Operating Reserve                  42,462
           Legacy Account            31,445
           PayPal                                          703
                                        TOTAL   $117,668

  

The deck has has been rehabbed for under $1,000 by our 
dedicated All Faiths' volunteers.  We are grateful for your hard 
work.

The security system has been repaired and upgraded with a 
new monitor, DVR, and one state-of-the art camera.  We were 
able to save money by using three existing cameras.

As always, your Time, Talents and Treasures are greatly ap-
preciated.  

Treasurer's Report 
by Sharon Gray, Treasurer

The Stewardship Team is finding it impossible to get 
beyond 90% of its goal of $182,000 in pledges from 143 
members and friends.  There remains a significant portion of 
members who reuse to pledge, yet give faithfully every year.  
With this understanding, the Team places the Pledge Drive at 
the following amounts.  There will probably be a small drib-
bling in of pledges, but we can consider the Pledge Drive as 
effectively closed.

 Goal -143 members & friends   
 Actual - 127 members & friends (89%)

 Goal - $182,000                  
     Actual - $161,505  (89%)

 Household units  94
 Individuals  127

 Average household pledge = $1,724
 Average individual pledge = $1,272

 1st quartile - 6 units
 2nd quartile - 11 units
 3rd quartile - 24 units
 4th quartile - 53 units

It's our belief that the Pledge Drive has been a success, in 
as much as the UUA unofficially considers reaching 85% of 
your goal as successful.  The remaining 15% usually comes 
in from non-pledging members and other sources not de-
lineated in the budget goals. The budget just passed at the 
March 26 Annual meeting was built around All Faith's origi-
nal projections.

Of course, none of this would be possible without your 
participation and willingness to commit to a number.  We 
greatly appreciate your generous and continuing support of 
All Faiths.  

Pledge Drive Ends 
on a Good Note 

by Doug Cartwright, Stewardship Chair



Page 7 Connections April  2017

April is a busy month for the All Faiths 
Climate Action Team. Our monthly 
meeting is April 4th at 2:00pm. and will 
include planning for ways the congrega-
tion can participate in two major climate 
change events happening this month.

An important scientific organization, 
The Union of Concerned Scientists, is planning a major march 
and rally on April 22nd in Washington D.C., to demonstrate 
to the federal government and to the world the urgency and 
importance of the work the scientific community is doing to 
address the problems inherent in climate change and environ-
mental degradation.  The current administration’s efforts to 
undermine the work of the Environmental Protection Agency 
and other federal agencies through budget cuts and executive 
orders would profoundly hamper the ability of our scientists to 
do this vital work.  Companion marches are planned in cities 
across the nation on April 22nd, including one in Sarasota.

On April 29th, a coalition of environmental groups is spon-
soring the People’s Climate March in Washington D.C.  This 
is expected to be even larger than the Climate Change March 
in New York City in 2014, which was estimated at between 
300,000 and 400,000 people.  Again, there will be companion 
marches held around the country and around the world.  The 
Calusa Sierra Club is planning a rally and march in Centennial 
Park on April 29th.

We invite you to come to our April 4th meeting to join in 
making plans to participate in these two important events.  We 
will also be discussing the results of the Green Sanctuary con-
gregational survey that was distributed at the March 19th ser-
vice and the next steps to be taken.  

On April 6th, the “Rising Together” community survey proj-
ect we are conducting in partnership with the Dr. Ann Murphy 
Knight Stars Complex Community Forum in Dunbar will kick 
off at Councilman Johnny Streets’ monthly forum with Dunbar 
community members.  The survey will assess the climate-related 
health risks in 100 households in the Dunbar area and distribute 
relevant information about how to address such problems.

Your Climate Action Team continues to reach out to other 
groups working on various environmental issues affecting us 
here in southwest Florida.  Please contact us with information 
about groups you may know of or be involved with, as we are 
looking for ways to create collaborative efforts in our commu-
nity.  Call Joan Marshall at 239-466-7262 or email her at jfm-
dbm@yahoo.com  

Climate Action Team 
Update 

by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

All Faiths will be represented by Rev. CJ McGregor, and 
thanks to some budgeted funds from All Faiths to help with reg-
istration fees, Regina Kilmartin, Sharon Gray, Colleen North, 
and Dottie Mayol will attend as delegates.  All have applied for 
UUA scholarships, which would provide additional financial aid 
if received.  

The theme for this year's GA is Rejoice and Resist!.  The focus 
will be on solidarity with the movements for racial, economic 
and climate justice.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  Go to uua.
org/ga  for more information.  What an exciting way to start All 
Faiths' journey with our new minister! 

General Assembly is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association. Attendees worship, witness, learn, con-
nect, and make policy for the Association through democratic 
process.  The 2017 General  Assembly will be June 21-25 in 
New Orleans, Louisiana.  Most General Assembly events will 
be held in the New Orleans Convention Center.

   Heading to the   
  "Big Easy" 

  All Faiths 
  will attend 
  this year's 

   General Assembly

April 02 – Transcendental Women      
                   by Joyce Ramay

April 09 – Moncure Conway: Southern                         
                 Transcendentalist by Joyce Ramay

April 16 – Animal Ministry: Where Do We Go  
                  From Here? by Sharon Gray & Debra  
                  MacDonald

April 23 – Transcendental Utopias: Living  
                  Experiments  by Doug Cartwright 

April 30 – Transcendental Eccentrics     
                   by Doug Cartwright

April Adult Ed. Forums 
Sundays at 10am

mailto:jfmdbm@yahoo.com
mailto:jfmdbm@yahoo.com
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/contribute/proposing
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/contribute/proposing
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Together on the Journey 
                          by Fran Way, Member Services

Each month the newsletter will profile an All Faiths' veteran 
and/or new member. This month we feature Joe Whitehill.

                                                               
                     Joe Whitehill                                                                                    
               Member Since 2017

   Officially welcomed by the con-
gregation on March 5th, Joe White-
hill has been a regular at All Faiths 
for the past season.  An impressive 
exhibit of his photography is current-
ly on display in the social hall.   

Joe was born in 1941 and grew up 
in Baltimore along with his younger 

brother.  They share artistic talent, as Joe’s brother is a retired art 
professor.   Joe tells an interesting story about his maternal grand-
parents, who immigrated from Scotland.  His grandfather had 
been considered the best soccer player in Scotland; after settling 
in the U.S. suffered a heart attack or stroke while playing soccer 
here.  Joe says that his grandfather’s  rescuers attempted  (unsuc-
cessfully) to revive him using an auto battery.   Joe’s mother and 
her siblings were placed in an orphanage for some time before 
being gathered back together by family members.

Joe’s mother was an R.N., and he credits her with encouraging 
him to seek technical education after high school.  He attended 
printing school; with that preparation, he says, it was easy to find 
work.  Joe says he became a “wage slave” and for the next forty 
years, he worked with off-set printing and commercial photog-
raphy.  

Joe describes his religious upbringing as mostly “a whole lot 
of no religion.”  His father was a non-practicing Catholic and his 
mother sometimes attended the nearest Presbyterian church.  Joe 
married in his forties to a woman with a strong interest in Pen-
tecostalism.  He made a good-faith attempt to accompany her 
to Pentecostal services but relates he was turned off by what he 
called “faux religion,” and by the fault-finding and negativism.  
Joe relates that he and his wife visited a UU church, where he 
was impressed by the non- judgmental atmosphere.  The sanctu-
ary was a large room with the children meeting on one side.  The 
children were welcomed into the service and were encouraged 
to participate.   He describes himself as a “child-like person” and 
finds the nurturing vs. critical parent atmosphere within UU con-
gregations to his liking.  His wife did not share his opinion and to 
keep peace he would tell her on Sundays that he was going “to 
hit a few golf balls.”  He would then slip away to a UU service.  
Joe has been a member of Towson UU, a congregation 15 miles 
north of Baltimore,  for 14 years.  

Joe retired at 62.  There were no children from his marriage 
and Joe’s wife passed away in 2005.  Following some health 
problems, Joe found he had become very sensitive to extreme 
heat or cold.   He purchased a Class B motor home and traveled 
for a time to Maine in the summer and Florida in the winter.  He 
now returns to Baltimore in April. 

Joe says he considers his photography to be art with a “small 
a.”  In addition to photography, Joe has an interest in comedy 
and improvisation.  He relates that it’s important never to “get rid 
of the child.”  He wears sweatshirts because of his sensitivity to 
cold and enjoys displaying positive messages on them.   He feels 
that agnosticism is energizing , that life is a “marvelous mys-
tery,” and that taking the mystery out of life by calling an uncer-
tainty a certainty is “mind numbing.”  Joe’s favorite philosopher 
is Noam Chomsky, the MIT professor of cognitive science, iden-
tified by Time Magazine as America’s most significant intellect.   
Joe says “I operate with philosophical tent poles.”  He explains 
that in the theater, “ tent poles”  are what actors use to put a play 
back on track when someone loses their lines.   Joe regards the 
seven Unitarian Universalist principles as “tent poles.”  He is 
especially fond of the principles as they have been translated for 
children and wishes that this version could be on display at All 
Faiths. ■

  Operation Joy... 
                   ...Delivering Joy  

Linda Runkle, Diane Chernow, and Annely Hudanick delivered 
62 stuffed animals to the Children's Advocacy Center of 
Southwest Florida.  The CAC's mission is to improve the lives 
of children and their families through a coordinated response 
to child abuse and neglect.  Operation Joy has made significant 
contributions to the CAC over the years, thanks to the continued 
support and generosity of All Faiths members and friends.  
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All Faiths is createing a UU Animal Ministry. This group 
seeks to embrace the various ways we celebrate and care for 
animals, and to live up to our faith's call to affirm the inher-
ent worth and dignity of all beings through our daily actions. 
We do this by drawing on UU theologies, traditions, religious 

practices, and our Principles and 
Resources. We’re exploring the 
following goals.

 To encourage and support 
UU ministers, lay leaders, and 
congregants to open a dialogue 
about this challenging moral and 
religious issue;

 To inform UUs and other 
people of conscience about the 
widespread abuse of animals;

 To incorporate humane education materials and attitudes 
into our religious education programs at all age levels;

 To encourage UU ministers to deliver sermons on animal 
rights issues and to develop services on animals during the 
yearly calendar;

 To develop and support social action programs to imple-
ment our goals of justice and compassion for all creatures;

All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
Animal Ministry

 To work, along with other people of humane and compas-
sionate beliefs, toward the exclusion of cruel, wasteful and repet-
itive testing of commercial products; duplicative, unnecessary, 
wasteful and even frivolous biomedical research using animals; 
the widespread abuse of "food" animals on factory farms and 
in transit to slaughter, the destruction of fur-bearing animals for 
profit; "sport hunting"; and events which mistreat animals for 
entertainment;

 To encourage UUs and others to explore and adopt a more 
humane lifestyle, focusing on ethical consumerism, such as veg-
etarianism and veganism, the use of cruelty-free products, and 
the development of alternatives to the use of animals in research 
and products testing.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Debra 
MacDonald depepot@yahoo.com or Sharon Gray geema1@
yahoo.com. 

Our third and final Sunday forum will be April 16th, 2017.  
Debra will be discussing the Animal Ministry and our plans to 
hold future events.

In addition, we are gathering names of those who would be 
interested in joining to organize this Ministry (refreshments pro-
vided).  We’ll be contacting those who signed up (signup sheet on 
table in social room) for a common meeting time. Stay tuned…

Our Unitarian Universalist 
Seventh Principle reminds 
us that we are a part of the 
interdependent web of all 
existence.

Shelters provide a safe and 
nurturing environment for 
these animals until they can 

find a forever home. To help 
them in their mission, they would appreciate donations of pet 
food, treats, cleaning supplies, and any of the items listed below. 
For more information contact: Sharon Gray (geema1@yahoo.
com 565-2474, or Annely Hudanick  (annelyblue@hotmail.com 
471-0242).  If you have a favorite LOCAL shelter or rescue or-
ganization, please let us know.

April is Pet Shelter 
Collection Month                           

                             SHELTER WISH LIST 

      Dog Food (Dry and Canned)
      Cat Litter (Clay and Scoopable)
      Contractor Grade Trash Bags
      Towels, Large & Small
      Blankets,  Comforters, 
      Pillowcases, Sheets
      Clorox Wipes
      Tissues
      Paper Towels
      Bleach
      Gift Cards from Petsmart, PetCo  
         or Pet Supermarket, or other local pet store

mailto:depepot@yahoo.com
mailto:geema1@yahoo.com
mailto:geema1@yahoo.com
mailto:geema1@y
mailto:geema1@y
mailto:annelyblue@hotmail.com
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Cleaning Crew Volunteers 
April 2017

 
   Before April 02   Ed Kleinow & Joyce Ramay 
   Before April 09   Mystery Cleaner 
   Before April 16   Sharon Gray & Bill Snider 
   Before April 23   Cloyd & Jeanne Ezell 
   Before April 30   Solos Deep Cleaning 
 
      Thank you all for doing such a great job 
     all year.  Your time is greatly appreciated. 

   Americana      
   Community  
   Music  
   Association

April 2017 Concert Line-Up 
 Concerts Start at 7pm 

(Tkts $10 for ACMA members, 
$15 for general public) 

   Saturday - April 1
The Squirrel Hillbillies 
w. Ken Crosby opening

Saturday - April 8 
(2-4pm, and free, at South Country Library) 

Skinny Water Seagrass Band 
Featuring Kip & Houseboat Jim 

and Mecca Keener
 

Saturday - April 15 
Ukelele Kid Club 

Benefit Show

Saturday - 22 
Malcolm Holcombe 

w. David Clayton opening

Saturday - April 29 
Pierce Pettis 

w. Kip Lawrence opening

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukulele Kids Club, Benefit Show 
Saturday, April 15th 7pm  
All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 2756 McGregor Blvd, Fort Myers   
 
Suggest Donation $10.-$15.00 or more, accepted at the door. 
The Ukulele Kids Club, donates ukuleles to children in hospitals throughout the country. 
Founded in 2014, they are already working with over 300 hospitals nationwide. They are well 
on their way to fulfill a goal to donate over 10,000 instruments by 2018. All music lovers know 
and appreciate how music heals.   Web Site  https://theukc.org/ 
 

The UKE mission is, 
“To harness the healing power of music by promoting and supporting music therapy programs 
for hospitalized children, by giving away ukuleles to children in need through music therapy 
programs and sending the children home with the gift of music for life, and by advocating for 
the benefits of music therapy.” 
 
If you were hoping for a night of children playing ukuleles, this is NOT the night. But we have a 
special night of entertainment planned. Local songwriters to form The Ballyhoos. All three 
artists perform regularly and have put together a fun filled night of music. Their harmonies and 
catchy pop-infused rhythms characterize their original material, and, adds Jenkins, “audience 
interaction is always part of the fun”.  

Bring your Uke if you got one for a closing UKE sing along. 
 

  

  
 

 

 

Suggested Donation $10 to $15, or more, accepted at 
the door.

The Ukulele Kids Club donates ukuleles to children in 
hospitals throughout the country. Founded in 2014, they 
are already working with over 300 hospitals nationwide. 
They are well on their way to fulfill a goal to donate over 
10,000 instruments by 2018. All music lovers know and 
appreciate how music heals. Website https://theukc.org/

The UKC mission is, "to harness the healing power of 
music by promoting and supporting music therapy pro-
grams for hospitalized children, by giving away ukuleles 
to children in need through music therapy programs and 
sending the children home with the gift of music for life, 
and by advocating for the benefits of music therapy."

If you were hoping for a night of children playing uku-
leles, this is NOT the night. But we have a special night 
of entertainment planned. Local songwriters to form The 
Ballyhoos. All three artists perform regularly and have put 
together a fun-filled night of music. Their harmonies and 
catchy pop-infused rhythms characterize their original 
material, and, adds Jenkins, "audience interaction is al-
ways part of the fun".

 Bring your Uke if you have one for a closing UKC sing 
along.

ACMA Hosts Ukulele Kids Club 
Benefit Show 

Saturday, April 15th, 7pm 
at All Faiths

https://theukc.org/
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A Spiritual Discourse, Devotional Music & Meditation 
Free Event at All Faiths — All Are Welcome

Wednesday,  April 5, 2017 from 6 – 8pm

You are invited to attend a talk, meditation, and devotional singing session with Brahmachari Ramanand, a 
long-time monastic disciple of Amma.

Spiritual leader, humanitarian, and visionary, Mata Amritanandamayi, known throughout the world simply as 
“Amma,” has served the world community for decades, imparting wisdom, strength, and inspiration. She has 
hugged over thirty-seven million people and motivated many thousands to embrace the ideal of selfless service 
to the world through Embracing the World, a global network of charities inspired by Amma. 

Br. Ramanand is a Ph.D. graduate in Computer Science from the University of Maryland. His melodious 
voice invokes the presence of grace. His talks are inspiring, humorous, and uplifting. He will end the program 
with group prayers for world peace.
 
www.amritapuri.org 
www.amma.org
www.embracingtheworld.org/

http://www.amritapuri.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amma.org%2F&h=ATP-aP0oYHZjsdqBYK6vJHjwHcQ2ampt73FyDK4gn5yoLjDd6mWn7bmJrGuX3hnboGZjRApXysFsEAIIQP0tx_U_jFSTaV-jsXnCDLGmMmHN4FOoAEErGNodWClaWQ8GdOBaf4x4Ag&enc=AZM_dED9igpE3s7AEqI7Gob2NLiCSAaJ5pRv80ZEbb5EdyLnQvTuGj_H6h20Vpga6vg&s=1
http://www.embracingtheworld.org/
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Communications 
Regina Kilmartin 

Newsletter 
Regina Kilmartin

Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod 

Eileen Moran 
Joyce Ramay 

 
Social Media & Website 

Regina Kilmartin, Sharon Gray, 
Email Announcements 

Joyce Ramay

Member Services
Greeters 
Fran Way

Care and Support 
Joyce Ramay

Adult Education Forums 
Pat Nuding

Finance 
Joyce Ramay

Stewardship Committee 
Doug Cartwright

Nominating Committee 
Carol Elrod

Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay

Sound Technician
Ed Elrod

Buildings and Grounds 
Kay Riegler

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900  Fax: (239) 278-5743 
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org        Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org

Board of Governors: Diane Cartwright, President; Bill Snider, Vice-President; 
Jen Eversole, Secretary; Sharon Gray, Treasurer; Ed Kleinow, Past Chair; 

Governors:  Robert Bennett, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Lisa Leonhardt, David Slocum. 
Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the May Issue of Connections 
April 18 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs; 
9am to 12:30pm, Friday and Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

Outreach
Climate Action Team 

Joan Marshall
L.I.F.E. 

Bill Snider & Regina Kilmartin
McGregor Clinic 

Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy 

Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 

Debra MacDonald

  Honorees of the Month

The Board's honorees this month are  
Carol and Ed Elrod, who are founding 

members.  Ed has long been familiar to members as "the 
sound guy" who sat at the front of the sanctuary until he 
recently helped move the equipment into a corner at the 
rear of the sanctuary.  His contributions have gone far 
beyond showing up on Sunday mornings as he has set 
up and repaired the sound equipment for many years.  
Ed periodically shares his knowledge by holding training 
sessions so others can learn how to use the sound board. 
He has also conducted sessions to train members on the 
use of an AED defibrillator he and Carol donated to All 
Faiths.

Ed, a musician himself, has shared his musical talent 
with us over the years playing his clarinet at services and 
special events.  Because of his connections with Joe Scott 
and Hannah Alkire of Acoustic Eidolon, All Faiths has been 

blessed to have them perform in concert here over the 
years.

Carol is also a familiar figure at the front of the  
sanctuary, serving as a worship associate.  She is 
currently chairing the Nominating Committee and 
has served on the Board.  She has also served on the 
Communications Committee, writing, editing, and 
proofreading for our Connections newsletter.  

Carol, an expert quilter, has displayed her exquisite 
quilts at All Faiths and sewed the lovely green drapery  
on the table that holds our chalice at the front of the 
sanctuary.

Both Carol and Ed have filled the pulpit during our ten 
months of lay-led services.  

The Elrods' contributions to All Faiths enrich our 
community life in many ways.  And Ed might be the only 
one among us as tall as our new minister, CJ McGregor.

Carol and Ed Elrod


