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57th General Assembly of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association

UUA Elects 1st Woman President 
Congratulations, Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray 

Minister of Phoenix, AZ congregation wins three-way 
race to become the first woman elected to the office.

Read More from UU World 

http://www.uuworld.org/articles/susan-frederick-gray-elected-president?utm_medium=uua.org&utm_source=story1&utm_campaign=homepage
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Board Notes  by Diane Cartwright, President

The Board meeting was held 
on June 28, 2017.

Despite difficult access to 
the building due to roadwork, 
Diane Cartwright, Bill Snider, 
Sharon Gray, Robert Ben-
nett, Lisa Leonhardt, Barbara 
Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, and 
Dave Slocum (via internet) at-
tended the June Board meet-
ing.  

Jen Eversole resigned from 
her position as Board Secre-
tary and Board Member in 
June for personal reasons.  The 
Board respects her decision 
and appreciates her service to 
All Faiths.  Diane Cartwright 
served as Acting Secretary for 
the June meeting.  While con-
sidering a replacement to ful-

Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth...

“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world....”

fill the term for Secretary, the 
Board will have a volunteer 
from the Board serve as Act-
ing Secretary.  Barbara Gaiser 
will serve in this role for Au-
gust.

Two motions beyond rou-
tine business were approved 
at the June meeting:

1.  Approval was given for 
Rev. CJ to pursue what would 
be involved for All Faiths to 
hold a UUA Start-up Work-
shop.  These workshops are 
often held when a congrega-
tion settles a new minister.

2.  Approval was given for 
an Operation Joy special col-
lection to be taken at services 
on August 6.  The collection 
will be used to augment teach-
er funds for supplies for Lisa 

July 02  —  Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness by Joyce Ramay 
July 09  —  Affirmation in Action by Rev. John Smith 
July 16  —  Liberation from Addiction thru Spirituality by Greg Monk 
July 23  —  Popeularity by Rev. CJ McGregor
July 30  —  The Truth Will Set You Free by Rev. CJ McGregor 

July Sermons - "Liberation" 

Leonhardt’s and Dawna Lie-
ber’s classrooms.

To deal with concerns about 
parking for Sunday services, 
the Board will investigate 
seeking a variance for parking 
along both sides of Poinciana.  
All Faiths will continue to fos-
ter friendly relations with the 
neighbor currently allowing 
congregants to park in the lot 
behind his home.

Notes of appreciation were 
sent on behalf of the Board to 
UUA General Assembly at-
tendees, Sharon Gray, Regina 
Kilmartin, Colleen North, and 
Dottie Mayol, for represent-
ing All Faiths at the assembly.  
A note was also sent to Joyce 
Ramay for negotiating and 
handling all the details for the 

successful refinancing of All 
Faiths’ mortgage with Iberia-
bank.

All Faiths received from a 
member a generous gift via 
a stock transfer designated to 
pay down the principal of the 
building’s mortgage.  As a re-
sult, our principle will be re-
duced by almost $20,000.  We 
are very grateful for this act of 
generosity.

The Board will not meet for-
mally in July.  Business will be 
handled as needed via email, 
Executive Committee meeting, 
or conference calls.  The next 
meeting will be August 23, 
Wednesday, at 3:30.  All are 
welcome to attend.

August Sermons - "Paradox" 
August 06  —  I Know I Know Nothing by Rev. CJ McGregor 
August 13  —  When Are You No Longer You? by Ed Elrod 
August 20  —  Antidote in the Venom by Rev. CJ McGregor
August 27  —  (Equality t.b.a.)  by Rev. CJ McGregor
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From McGregor Boulevard by Rev. CJ McGregor, Minister

 Fourteenth century Sufi 
poet, Hafiz, once wrote, 
"Fear is the cheapest room in 
the house. I would like to see 
you living in better condi-
tions."  I've been holding this 
quote for several days now 
and it has moved me to think 
about our present day lives 
and how fear captures us.

Hafiz, above all other  
poets of his time, wrote 
about the deceit and hypoc-
risy that existed in society. 
These created a culture of 
fear. We sure can relate to 
this living in our society to-
day. Deceit and hypocrisy 
are abundant and devastat-
ing. Fear has snuck up on 
many of us and has punc-
tured our psyches.

Take the story of James 
Hodgkinson.  On June 14, 
2017 Hodgkinson riddled 
a baseball field with bullets 
where Republican congress 
members were to play. Seri-
ous injuries resulted. Lives 
were forever changed. The 
FBI were quoted as saying 
that Hodgkinson "had anger 
management problems."  I 
disagree. Hodgkinson was 
consumed by fear.

Fear is a powerful force, 
and not all of us are able 

to resist its consumption of 
our souls, our spirit, and our 
reason. Stories such as this 
one are created by fear.  We 
are sometimes forced to live 
in the cheapest room of the 
house by the crumbling of 
justice, equity, and compas-
sion. Day after day we are 
pounded by a government 
that sustains itself with lies, 
deceit, and policy that dis-
courages us and feeds in-
humanity, extremely cruel 
and brutal behavior. This  
culture of fear leads us to 
ask ourselves, "How will I 
survive?"  When that sur-
vival instinct kicks in, it is 
possible for us to abandon 
reason. 

I once was a chaplain for 
a forensic unit of a state hos-
pital. People locked away in 
this unit were being evalu-
ated to determine whether 
they were competent and 
could stand trial. As one 
of the evaluators, I was re-
quired to devour files, his-
tories, details of  alleged 
crimes, and interview each 
patient face to face.

As I did this work, I re-
alized a pattern. These pa-
tients were functioning in 
the community, some bet-
ter than others, until one 
day, one event in their lives, 
pushed them over the edge.  
If people are already fragile 
emotionally or spiritually 
,then one single event has 
the potential to create cir-
cumstances where reason is 
lost and tragic things hap-
pen.

I'm not saying that the ac-
tions of the patients I served 
who were found guilty nor 
Hodgkinson's actions are 
justified. I'm pointing out 
how fear drives us, how liv-
ing in a culture of fear has 
devastating consequences. 
Think about a time when 
you felt fearful, when you 
perceived real danger or 
were threatened. Think 
about how you were physi-
cally, emotionally, and in-
tellectually changed. Now 
think about living with 
these feelings over sus-
tained time. How might 
you react?  Will you be able 
to respond within reason? 
How are you being affected 
as our values and humanity 
are assaulted?

Many feelings are linked 
to fear. We don't always 
recognize that. Fear creates 
anxiety, sadness, irritabil-
ity, irrational behavior, and 
hopelessness, among oth-
ers.

I read an article this 
morning about a white su-
premacist group in central 
Florida preparing for a race 
war. They hope to exter-
minate Jews, blacks, and 
other minorities. Luckily 
they were arrested and dis-
banded. If we chalk this up 
to racism, we are missing 
something. Racism and all 
the other "isms" and pho-
bias are based in fear. Rac-
ism is a byproduct of fear. 
The white supremacists 
were acting on fear.

If your government en-
gages in behaviors that cre-
ate fear in you, then that 
government can control you. 
If your government models 
hate, then it is easier for you 
to hate and to be afraid that 
others are getting more than 
you, that others will take 
your jobs and resources, and 
that others will bring threat-
ening differences and diver-
sity. You can imagine how 
easy it might be for some 
to live in the cheapest room 
in the house. I would like to 
see you , us, in better living 
conditions.

Know that your accom-
modations can easily be 
upgraded. We live in a time 
where connections, minis-
try, and organized resistance 
are valuable. These allow us 
to withstand the storm that 
is presently swirling around 
us and for which we have 
the current administration to 
thank. We must engage ac-
tivism and spiritual practice 
to stay out of the cheapest 
room. We must hold onto 
our Unitarian Universalist 
values and use our princi-
ples as armor deflecting the 
jabs of inequality and inhu-
manity.

It is right to be arm in arm 
as we walk with each other 
toward better living condi-
tions. We lose perspective 
and ourselves if we walk 
alone. 

       – Blessings, CJ
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Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Happy July 
  Birthday to you!

 

Book Club & Brown Bag - July 10/Aug. 14 
at 12pm
Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month 
Contacts:  Diane Chernow, dianecher@comcast.net and
                 Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com 
The Topic for July:  Liberation 
The Topic for August:  Paradox.   Be prepared to give a brief talk 
about a book you're reading or you have read that is relevant to 
any kind of discovery - use your imagination.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) - July 20/Aug. 17 
at 6pm  Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month 
July: Dave Whatley "Street Epistemology and Humanism" 
Aug.: Excerpts from the documentary "13th" 
Contact:  Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
FIG of SW Florida is a group of humanists, rationalists, skeptics, 
free thinkers, atheists, and agnostics.  The first segment of each 
FIG meeting is a social time.  Second segment, tons of insightful 
topics and discussions. 

Meditation - Friday at 10:30am 
(Wednesday evening meditation suspended for the summer) 
Friday Contact:  Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com 
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense 
of serenity.

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sun. July16/Aug. 20
Collection is on the third Sunday of every month. 
Coordinator:  Joyce Schaffer, joycelschaffer@gmail.com
Please donate non-perishable foods such as cereal, peanut 
butter and tuna, and men's and women's clothing to help HIV/
AIDS patients and their families.  This month the clinic would 
appreciate CEREAL over other non-perishable foods.

Contact:  Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com

July 3 Nan Lowther
July 5 Jan Guardiano
July 7 Regina Kilmartin
July 13 Nathalie Hahn
July 19 Joe Gayton
July 19 Vivian Sawaya
July 22 Terri Lazar
July 24 Robert Bennett
July 29      Mary Corrigan
July 30 Doug Cartwright
July 31 Dawna Lieber

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our outings and lunch w/wo a 
movie date. The potlucks, however, are reserved for "single" Solos 
 
Sat. July  01, 1pm - Potluck at Linda Arthur's (239)  292-4307  
Sat.  July 17, 1pm - Lunch w/wo a movie, t/b/a (check online) 
Sat. Aug. 05, 1pm - at Regina Kilmartin's (limited seating, pls. RSVP) 
                                 845-224-8120 
Sat. Aug. 19, 1pm - Lunch w/wo a movie, t/b/a (check online) 
 

 

If you are missing or see someone 
who is missing from the birthday 
roster, please let Regina know.

August 7   Joyce Reischuck
August 8 Kay Riegler
August 8 Marcie Wallace
August 12 Joan Marshall
August 13 Wayne Robinson
August 16 Glenn Camp
August 17 Patricia (Pat) Fish
August 24 Nancy Lou Bright

Happy August 
  Birthday to you!

        Sign Up At the 
          Activities Table 
 
  ▪To be a chalice lighter 
  ▪To volunteer for kids RE 
 
   Please check the website 
      for calendar updates 
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1

July 2017

No
Meditation

          Sunday               Monday               Tuesday              Wednesday           Thursday              Friday              Saturday

10 am 
Finance  

Comm. Mtg. 

No 
Board Mtg  

in July 

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

7

14

21

28

6

 

13

20

27  

6 pm
Free Inquiry 
Group (FIG)  

1pm
Solos Potluck 

(Page 4)

1pm Solos 
Lunch &  

t/b/a

McGregor Clinic 
Collection

7pm 
AMCA Concert 

John John 
Brown 

w. Pete Bensen 
opening

No
Meditation

No
Meditation

No
Meditation

7pm 
AMCA Concert 

Rebecca Folsom 
w. Ray Cerbone 

opening

2 pm 
 Climate Action 

Team  Mtg.

10:30 am 
Service

5

12

19

26

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

10:30am
Meditation

12pm
Book Club 
& Brown 

Bag Lunch

7pm 
AMCA Concert 
Songwriters' 

Circle 
(All Faiths 

Benefit Show)

Pet Shelter 
Collection

See the calendar on-line:   
http://www.allfaiths-uc.org

Updates & corrections will be 
on the website in red print.  

Independence 
Day

10:30 am 
Service
9:15 am 

Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service
9:15 am 

Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

10 am 
 Membership 

Meeting

11:30 am 
 Grieving 
Mothers 

Support Group 
(page 11)

Office 
Closed

10am
Sun. Service 
Team Mtg.

4pm
Animal 

Ministry Mtg.
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 August Calendar 2017

7 pm
Meditation

          Sunday                 Monday             Tuesday             Wednesday          Thursday               Friday              Saturday

 1

8

15

22

29 

 2

9

16

23

30

4

11

18

25

 6

13

20

27

See the calendar on-line:   
http://www.allfaiths-uc.org

Updates & Corrections will be 
on the website in Red Print.  

7 pm
ACMA Concert 

Sally Barris 
w. Andy Getch 

opening

6pm 
FIG Mtg.

7

14

21

28 

5

12

19

26

McGregor Clinic 
Collection

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

3:30pm
Board Mtg.

10am
Finance Mtg. 7 pm

ACMA Concert 
HomeGrown:
Barbara Lynn 

Robert Bidney & 
David Hintz

1pm
Solos Lunch 

w/wo a Movie  
(Pg. 4)

3

10

17

24

31

Noon
Book Club & 
Brown Bag

7 pm
ACMA Concert 

Nate Currin 
w. Ken Hulme 

opening

1pm
Solos Potluck 

(Pg. 4)

10am 
Sunday Srv. 
Team Mtg.

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

10:30 am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed Forum

4pm 
Animal Ministry 

Mtg.
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Robert Bennett’s beloved cat died at the age of 13. We 
extend our sympathy to him. 

Herman Bips celebrated his 95th birthday and returned 
home after a stay at the Pavilion. We hope that he enjoys 
many more happy and healthy years.

Carol Elrod shared the joy that she is presently in 
remission. She has been receiving treatments for non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma since last September. We are happy 
that she and Ed are able to travel now to see their friends 
and family in the north. 

Barbara Goolsby was hospitalized for a TIA and placed 
on medication by her doctors. We hope that she has a 
complete recovery.

David Hicks had successful hip replacement surgery. We 
are happy to have him back with us.

Richard Keelan got a job at Golisano Children’s 
Hospital. We share his happiness in finding a job where 
he will be able to work in his field of mental health.

Dawna Lieber had gastric bypass surgery and is 
improving at home. We hope that she has a steady and 
successful recovery.

Midge Magstadt celebrated the birth of her grandson in 
Dallas, Texas. We extend our congratulations to her and 
her family.
 
Jim Paske moved to a nursing home. He has been 
suffering from Alzheimer’s for some time and was no 
longer able to live at home with his son. We hope he will 
receive loving care at his new home. 

Barb Pizzini has gone to the Pavilion at Shell Point. She 
has been having problems with vision and walking. We 
hope that she benefits from therapy and will be able to 
return home soon. 

Patricia Sala suffered the loss of her mother who died in 
Michigan at the age of 86. We extend our condolences to 
her and her family.

Beverly Simpson died. She and her husband Wray 
were founding members of All Faiths. We extend our 
sympathy to her son, David, and their family. 

Dan Tudor celebrated the birth of his first grandchild, 
born to his daughter Jessica who lives in Sacramento. We 
extend our congratulations to him and his family.

Fran and Bob Way lost their daughter, Susan Bonness 
who died following a heart attack, stent surgery and 
complications related to transplanted organ failure. Susan 
was a well-known dog trainer and dog psychologist. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to Fran and Bob and their 
family.

Joys & Sorrows
With our apologies for any omissions, here are the joys & sorrows of our members expressed in June:

CONGRATULATIONS NEW GRANDPARENTS!

Dan Tudor with new      
grandson, Lubo

Midge Magstatd's son 
with her new grandson, Warren

WELCOME TO THE WORLD LITTLE ONES!

Rev. CJ and the Sunday Service Team would like 
everyone to be part of our Sunday services.  We invite 
members and friends of the congregation to sign up at 
the Activities Table to be the chalice lighter on a Sunday.  
It's a small way for you to be involved and for people to 
get to know who you are.  And, yes, it's easy.  We will 
teach you.

         Be a Chalice Lighter
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Together on the Journey 
                          by Fran Way, Member Services

Each month the newsletter will profile an All Faiths' veteran 
and/or new member. This month we feature Linda Bigelow.

Linda Bigelow 
Members Since 2017

Linda first visited All Faiths in 
2002 with her son Brian Bigelow 
and his partner, Warren Wright, 
who were both members of All 
Faiths.   She was living in Fort 
Myers sporadically that year, 
helping Brian with his role as 
caregiver for his paternal grand-
mother, Mabel Bigelow.  

An only child, Linda’s religious journey began in Niles, 
Michigan, where she was born and lived during her early child-
hood.  She remembers that her maternal grandmother was very 
active in the Presbyterian Church.  Linda said,  “she was so ac-
tive that the pastor was reluctant to take vacation, only to return 
and find out she had commandeered the pulpit.  I would have 
been raised in that church but for the very vocal opposition of 
my father, who, I believe, bullied my mother with his derision 
for all things religious.  My mother did not attend  church but 
dropped me off to attend Sunday school.  She dropped me off 
on a side street, not in front of the church where members could 
inquire as to her absence.” 

In the early 1950’s Linda traveled with her mother and fa-
ther from Michigan to Fort Myers.  She recalls “ My dad drove 
our 1948 Chevy, pulling our 38 foot motor home (then called 
a trailer).   I traveled in the back seat with our cocker spaniel 
who smeared the two back seat windows with her nose.  I saw 
relatively little of the scenery on the trip.”

Following graduation from Fort Myers High, Linda earned 
her undergraduate degree at the University of Florida in Gaines-
ville. She returned to teach mathematics at Fort Myers High 
while taking courses at Edison College in computer languages.  
She later moved to Tampa and completed her master's degree at 
the University of South Florida.   While there, she was accepted 
into a training program offered by GTE (later Verizon) that of-
fered the basics of programming and the telephone industry.   
She remained with GTE for 21 years and a week before the 9/11 
terrorist attack in New York made her a victim of downsizing. 

Linda worked with a national testing corporation and as a le-
gal assistant for several years before retiring to Fort Myers to 
assist with son Brian’s campaign for office as city commission-
er.  Her other son, Charles Lee Bigelow, III, lives in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.  North Port was Linda’s home for seven years where 

she was very active in the North Port Democratic Club.   She 
volunteered for two years with the Animal Welfare League, do-
ing laundry.   She became an active member of the YMCA and  
still attends exercise classes faithfully.  

Linda attended the Grand Street Grace Methodist Church 
where she taught Sunday school for several years.  She was 
baptized as an adult in the Temple Terrace Baptist church but 
“gradually realized that it takes more than immersion to form 
a connection with Baptist theology.  She could not accept the 
Baptist precept that the bible is “inspired by God, it is absolute 
truth, is free from error or mistake, and be trusted as our author-
ity...  all of us are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward 
God called sin… Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal ex-
istence.”  

 Linda moved back to Fort Myers this year and recon-
nected with All Faiths.  She was welcomed as a mem-
ber by the congregation in June.  Linda is already tak-
ing an active role in our community life, attending the 
Religious Education forums and the Climate Action Team.  
Linda expressed thanks to the congregation for the gift of the  
"UU Pocket Guide" and points to a quote that she feels paints a 
vivid picture:  “Most people don’t question… most simply fol-
low the conveyor belt of life.”   

Tune in to
All Faithers on the Radio 

All Faiths' member David 
Hauenstein will be reading the 
second story by our own Annely 
Hudanick entitled "My Cat" on 
Listening to the Words (LTTW) 
Program 272, which David 
hosts at Shell Point. 
Just go to www.shellpoint.net/

listening and click on program 272 in the left 
hand column. 

You can also hear the latest story recorded by our 
own Joan Marshall entitleld "My Favorite Pair 
of Jeans."  Joan's story will be included on the 
same webpage as part of Program 273 no later 
than July 14. 

http://www.shellpoint.net/listening
http://www.shellpoint.net/listening
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    All Faiths' Animal Ministry 
                  by Debra MacDonald

 Our next Amimal Minis-
try meetings are planned for 
Monday, July 24 and Mon-
day, August 21, 4pm to 6pm. 
We are planning to alternate 
the times when it starts get-
ting dark earlier. Those of 
you with topics to present, 
please be prepared to share 

with the group, or let me know three days ahead, if you need 
more time or help.

There will be a fifth Animal Ministry Sunday education pro-
gram on July 30, at 9:15am, topic pending. 

If you would like to be added to the Animal Ministry email 
list, please send me your email at debepot@yahoo.com., or call 
me anytime at 920-379-0782. 

Dominion over creatures and creation as the Biblical concept 
of humans having power over creatures, has reached a collapse 
in ethical and moral standards. Billions of animals designated 
for food, suffer thru ICO (Intense Confinement Operations) or 
Industrial Farms, that account for 97% of all farm animals raised 
and slaughtered in the US. There are no federal laws governing 
their conditions or how they are raised, and they are exempt 
from state animal cruelty laws. Although most of society in the 
US would never think these practices suitable for our dogs or 
cats, agriculture considered this common farming practices, and 

the bulk of society doesn't really want to know. Animal Agri-
culture is also the major cause for climate change and global 
warming. 

SOMEBODY CAN'T DO EVERYTHING, 
BUT EVERBODY CAN DO SOMETHING! 

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF ANIMAL MINISTRY IS 
TO RAISE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF 

HOW GOD'S CREATURES SUFFER AND TO 
MINISTER TO THOSE BEINGS IN PERSONAL AND 

GROUP INITIATIVES. 

It is not an animal rescue group and does not take in animals 
or make donations. Our monthly Monday meetings consist of 
each member volunteering for an important topic, passionate to 
them, from our topic list, researching and gathering facts on that 
subject and presenting this information to the group the follow-
ing month. Other times we plan to have guest speakers, Videos, 
Letter writing parties, and tours. The meeting ends with vegan 
refreshments and socializing.

HELP GROW UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS 
 
Volunteers are needed each Sunday from August 6, 2017, through 
April 29, 2018, for our Child and Youth Religious Education 
Program. When you volunteer you will receive the lesson one 
week in advance and the supplies you need will be waiting for 
you. Religious Education time begins at 10:45 am and ends at 
11:30 am. It is held in the Robinson Room. You don't need to be 
a professional teacher. If you're interested in growing Unitarian 
Universalists please contact Rev. CJ McGregor. There is also a 
sign up sheet in the Community Room. 

OPERATION JOY 
Back to School 

Collection
Sunday, August 6, 2017 

 
It's that time of year again!  We will take a 
special collection during service on Sunday, 
August 6, 2017, for Operation Joy's Project 
Back to School.  Your donations will directly 
benefit the classrooms of All Faiths members 
Lisa Leonhardt and Dawna Lieber.  Let's help 
their students get off to a good start.

PET SHELTER COLLECTION ON JULY 30
Needed:  Cat food (dry & canned), dog food (dry &  
canned), cat litter (clay & scoopable), contractor grade trash 
bags, towels, large & small, blankets,  comforters, pillow 
cases, sheets, clorox wipes, tissues, paper towels, bleach, 
gift cards from Petsmart, PetCo or Pet Supermarket (or other 
local pet store). All donations will benefit a local pet shelter.
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   Americana      
   Community  
   Music  
   Association

July/August 2017 Concert Line-Up 
 Concerts Start at 7pm 

(Tkts $10 for ACMA members, 
$15 for general public) 

   Saturday - July 8
John John Brown

w. Pete Bensen opening

Saturday - July 15 
ACMA Songwriters' Circle 
BENEFIT FOR ALL FAITHS

 
Saturday - July 22 
Rebecca Folsom 

w. Ray Cerbone op0ening

Saturday - August 5 
Nate Currin 

w. Ken Hulme opening 

Saturday - August 12 
HomeGrown: Barbara Lynn 

Robert Bidney & David Hintz

Saturday - August 26
Sally Barris 

w. Andy Getch opening

Treasurer's Report 
by Sharon Gray, Treasurer

 
  The following is the accounting of our finances through May 
31, 2017.  June’s details were not finalized at “press time”.  
Our books for the last fiscal year were closed on May 22.

        May 2017                          CASH ASSETS 
                                               (after payroll deducted) 

INCOME      $19,810 *    General Fund           $  38,693
EXPENSES $ 7,838       Operating Res.         $  60,468
NET GAIN $11,973       Legacy Account $  31,448
          Paypal  $       703
*Above figures were        Capital Fund $  24,864 

      compiled before May                     TOTAL    $ 147,860 
      reconciliation & do 
      not include payroll of 
      $11,457.

Please note that a capital fund is now listed in the cash as-
sets above. This account was opened recently to fund capital 
projects. People interested in donating specifically toward 
that fund could do so by recording “capital fund” in the memo 
portion of their checks, or contacting me for other options.

Hoorah! We have refinanced our existing mortgage with 
Iberiabank.  The starting principal was $190,000.  A sincere 
thank you is due our member, Joyce Ramay.  According to 
the mortgage banker Joyce was "one tough cookie" in her 
negotiations with their department. She negotiated a 5.88% 
loan amortized over 15 years with a balloon payment due 
in 2024.  Our monthly payment will be $1,599, but we will 
continue to pay an additional $400/mo towards principal for 
as long as our finances permit.   We are also truly blessed, in 
that we’ve recently received shares of stocks from a member 
to apply towards the mortgage principal.  It’s estimated the 
sale will produce approximately $20,000, which will lower 
our new mortgage by that amount.

Are your eyes glazed over, yet?
As always, your time, talents and treasure are greatly ap-

preciated.

This is a combined July and 
August newsletter.

Please check the website at 
www.allfaiths-uc.org 

or Facebook 
for changes in the calander

or added events.
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Cleaning Crew Volunteers 
July & August 2017

 
   Before 1st Sunday   Ed Kleinow & Joyce Ramay 
   Before 2nd Sunday       Coming Soon  
   Before 3rd Sunday   Sharon Gray & Bill Snider 
   Before 4th Sunday   Cloyd & Jeanne Ezell 
   Before 5th Sunday   Solos 
 
      Thank you all for doing such a great job 
     all year.  Your time is greatly appreciated. 

July/August 
Adult Ed. Forums 

Sundays at 9:15 am

July 02 – No Forum – Independence Day Celebration 
     and Lunch 

July 09 – Transcendentalism – The Legacy in the 20th 
     Century and Beyond

July 16 – World Religions: Hinduism in the World 
     and the World of Hinduism

July 23 – World Religions: The Early Cultures of India

July 30 – Animal Ministry – Debra MacDonald

August 06 – World Religions – The World of the Veda

August 13 – World Religions – From the Vedic 
          Tradition to Classical Hinduism

August 20 – World Religions – Caste

August 27 – World Religions – Men, Women and the 
          Stages of Life

Discussions on World Religions will be led by 
Joyce Ramay.

It’s hard for me to believe that on July 23, I will be cel-
ebrating my eighth anniversary as your office administrator.  
It seems like I’ve been here forever – and I mean that in a 
good way; it feels like home.  I’ve worked under three board 
presidents, three ministers, and five treasurers.  I’ve attended 
numerous weddings and celebrations of life, open mic nights 
and Halloween parties.  I’ve seen members come and go, and 
sometimes come back again.  I’ve attended three General As-
semblies and countless events in the pursuit of justice.  I’ve 
discovered at All Faiths a spiritual home, a truly loving com-
munity, the path on which to follow my faith journey, and a 
place to nurture my soul and grow my heart.

In June, Sharon Gray, Colleen North, Dottie Mayol and I 
attended the UUA General Assembly in New Orleans.  It’s 
hard for me to think of anything that could make me prouder 
to be a Unitarian Universalist.  Spending a week with over 
4,000 UUs, you get to see the really big picture.  Our faith 
movement, and the multitude of congregations and organized 
groups under its umbrella, is changing the world.  All Faiths 
is changing the world too.  I always come back from GA with 
a renewed sense of purpose, but most importantly, I come 
back with hope.   Now are the days we need to be hopeful.  
We need to stick together, speak up, speak out, and resist hate 
at every turn.    

I had no idea when I came to work for All Faiths in 2009 
the impact it would have on my life.  I will forever appreciate 
the many opportunities All Faiths has afforded me.  Being a 
part of this organization and knowing all of you, has changed 
me, it has inspired me, it has made me a better person.  I 
am blessed and honored to be your administrator and I look 
forward to continuing our journey together.   Each and every 
one of you has touched my life in one way or another, and 
that’s what makes my job and my life so wonderful.   Thank 
you for that.

A Message from Regina

    Grieving Mothers 
    Support Group 

All mothers who have lost a child are invited to attend 
All Faiths’ Grieving Mother’s Support Group on 
Tuesday, July 11 at 11:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.  This 
will be an informal first gathering to share feelings, or 
just listen, and offer support to each other.  Contact:  
Fran Way at franwayrn@aol.com.

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 - 11:30 A.M.
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Communications 
Regina Kilmartin 

Newsletter 
Regina Kilmartin

Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod 

Eileen Moran 
Joyce Ramay 

 
Social Media & Website 

Regina Kilmartin, Sharon Gray, 
Email Announcements 

Joyce Ramay

Member Services
Greeters 
Fran Way

Care and Support 
Joyce Ramay

Adult Education Forums 
Pat Nuding

Finance 
Joyce Ramay

Stewardship Committee 
Doug Cartwright

Nominating Committee 
Carol Elrod

Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay

Sound Technician
Ed Elrod

Building and Grounds 
(vacant)

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900  Fax: (239) 278-5743 
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org        Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org

Board of Governors: Diane Cartwright, President; Bill Snider, Vice-President; 
Sharon Gray, Treasurer; Ed Kleinow, Past Chair; 

Governors:  Robert Bennett, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Lisa Leonhardt, David Slocum. 
Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the September Issue of Connections
August 18 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs; 
9am to 12:30pm, Friday and Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

Outreach
Climate Action Team 

Joan Marshall
L.I.F.E. 

Bill Snider & Regina Kilmartin
McGregor Clinic 

Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy 

Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 

Debra MacDonald

  Honorees of the Month

Jan & Joe Guardiano

The All Faiths  Board honorees for July are founding mem-
bers  Jan and Joe Guardiano. They met as graduate students at 
Columbia University in 1956 and married the following year. 
Joe’s career with the U. S.  Agency for International Affairs 
took them around the world. Jan managed to raise three sons 
along the way, as well as being a hostess and teaching when-
ever possible.  They retired to Fort Myers in 1981, though Joe 
continued to take short-term projects with USAID for another 
fifteen years. In Fort Myers they jumped into volunteer work 
with the Democratic Party, Jan applying her computer skills, 
acquired when she worked in the U.S. Embassy during a post-
retirement tour in Mauritania in the mid-1980s, to prepare 
newsletters and create a website, and Joe as Chair of the Dem-
ocratic Party of Lee County. Their friendship with avid Demo-

cratic Party volunteer Charlotte Blitt led them to All Faiths. 
Jan and Joe have been faithful supporters of All Faiths in 

many ways. Their experiences of living and traveling exten-
sively around the world brought a broad viewpoint and com-
passionate view of humanity to the All Faiths community. Joe 
served as Treasurer and as a member of the Finance Commit-
tee. Jan developed All Faiths’ first website and maintained it 
for several years. She also for a number of years worked on 
the newsletter.. 

Joe developed  a cancer on the spine in 2010, its removal 
leaving him a partial paraplegic. They now live at Calusa Har-
bour Retirement Community, Joe recently having moved to 
the Assisted Living unit.
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2017 General Assembly, New Orleans


