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Inside Welcome CJ!

All Faiths is pleased to welcome our 
new minister, the Rev. CJ McGregor 

 
Rev. CJ will be in the pulpit on 

May 7 at 10:30 am  His sermon: 
"Because It's Sunday" 

 
CJ will also facilitate two Teaching Tuesdays: 

May 9 - 6:30 pm "White Supremacy" 
May 30 - 6:30 pm "What has the UUA Done 

for You Lately?"

(see page 3 for more information) 

Summer Hours begin May 7: 
Adult Ed Forum at 9:15 am 

& Service at 10:30 am
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Board Notes  by Diane Cartwright, President

The Board meeting was held 
on April 19, 2017.

The Board of Governors of 
All Faiths continued a discus-
sion concerning refinancing 
the mortgage with Iberiabank. 
Acting on information from 
the Finance Committee and a 
discussion, the Board approved 
making a principal payment to 
Iberia Bank at the time of refi-
nancing of the difference be-
tween the $190,000 new loan 
amount and our remaining bal-
ance. This difference would be 
about $20,000 and would allow 
us to reduce the refinanced loan 
amount. Negotiations are con-
tinuing with Iberia Bank, and the 
Board thanks the Finance Team 
for their expertise and diligence, 
and especially Joyce Ramay for 
handling the negotiation.

Notes of appreciation are be-
ing sent to Search Team mem-
bers, to Kay Riegler for facili-
tating the Board retreat, and to 
Sharon Gray for hosting the 

Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth...

“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world....”

retreat. We also thank Annely 
Hudanick, Joyce Schaffer, and 
Joyce Ramay for their efforts in 
organizing and hosting memo-
rial services.

One outcome from the Board 
retreat was  a recognition that it 
would be helpful to reviewed All 
Faiths’ committee structures and 
functions. Board members will 
bring issues and concerns they 
have observed or heard to the 
next Board meeting for discus-
sion.

Among repairs and mainte-
nance for the month are upgrad-
ing and repairing the security sys-
tem, landscaping around the sign, 
capping sprinkler pipes to prevent 
leaks, and completing the railing 
and staining of the deck.

The Board looks forward to 
welcoming CJ McGregor to our 
next Board meeting.

The next Board of Governors 
meeting will be  on May 17, 
2017.  Members are welcome.

May 07  —  Because It’s Sunday    
May 14  —  Julia Ward Howe, Mother  
May 21  —  Communitarianism   
May 28  — They Are Still With Us  
                    Special Music by Barbara Kraichy on Harp &  
                      Ron Erickson on Violin 
                      Memorial Day luncheon following service  

May Sermons - "Relationships" 
by Rev. CJ McGregor 

ONE SERVICE AT 10:30 A.M.

Treasurer's Report 
by Sharon Gray, Treasurer

 
   Our new fiscal yar began April 1, 2017.  Thank you for your 
continuing support and maintaining your generous gifts!    

The Financial Review Team has completed their annual 
review of the accounting and record keeping systems.  They 
will be reporting their findings at the May finance meeting.

The following is the accounting of our Finances through 
March 31, 2017.

                                                CASH ASSETS 
        March 2017                     (after payroll deducted) 
 
    INCOME  $15,732       General Fund   $ 31,448

EXPENSES $10,046       Operating Res.          $ 50,468
NET GAIN $   5,686      Legacy Account        $ 31,448
          Paypal               $      703
          Total              $123,632
We repaired and upgraded our ADT Security system in 

March at a cost of $1,425.  We upgraded the accounting soft-
ware to a new version of Quickbooks for non-profits at a cost 
of only $125. We saved approximately $255 by purchasing it 
through a clearing house that donates to non-profit organiza-
tions. 

We are also in negotiations with Iberiabank to refinance 
the mortgage. The Board has already committed to add an 
amount over our normal monthly payment to speed up the 
reduction of our principal.  Details will be available soon.  

As always, your Time, Talents & Treasures are greatly ap-
preciated.  
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Joys & 
Sorrows

With our apologies for any 
omissions, here are the joys 
& sorrows of our members 

expressed in April:

From McGregor Boulevard by Rev. CJ McGregor, Minister

  April showers do indeed 
bring May flowers. How-
ever, in Zone 10, Southern 
Florida, May is hot and dry. 
We can at least proclaim, 
"April showers brings May 
vegetables!" This month we 
will be graced with a few 
flowers, but lettuce, sum-
mer squash, tomatoes, and 
bananas will be abundant. 

A flower that has appeared 
each May for over eighty-
five years across the coun-
try. It is the paper poppy. 
You won’t find paper pop-
pies in your garden or at the 
nursery. They are spotted 
outside supermarkets and 

area businesses being dis-
tributed by veterans. These 
small, red, crinkly paper 
flowers are assembled and 
shared by veterans to aid 
other veterans in need. 

The paper poppy has an 
interesting history that may 
challenge some of us. It has 
been associated with war 
since the poem “In Flanders 
Fields” was written by Ma-
jor John McCrae in 1915. 
The poem describes a field 
of red poppies growing 
over a military cemetery in 
Belgium.

We may be inclined to 
pass by, pretend not to no-
tice, or turn down a poppy 
based on principle. Howev-
er, regardless of our political 
or religious views of war,  
the sacrifice of our brothers 
and sisters and their fami-
lies should be held up and 
remembered this Memorial 
Day. The Reverand Dr. Ma-

rie deYoung, Unitarian Uni-
versalist minister and the 
first Unitarian Universalist 
woman chaplain in the U.S. 
Army, writes, “War is never 
holy, yet the holy are called 
to do war's bidding.” 

When we make a dona-
tion and accept a poppy we 
are providing much-needed 
financial support to veter-
ans living among us and 
honoring those who have 
died. It is a gesture of deep 
respect and acceptance—
guiding principles of the 
Unitarian Universalist tra-
dition. Reverence for life 
and sacrifice lies within in 
all religious traditions. Let 
this small flower allow us 
to replace controversy and 
conflict with understand-
ing and healing. Let us, for 
one day, simply remember. 
 
           – Blessings, CJ

On May 9 and May 30, Rev. CJ will facilitate Teaching Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in the 
sanctuary. On Teaching Tuesdays, Rev. CJ will pick a topic, present some ideas on 
that topic, and facilitate a discussion of the topic among those present. Sometimes  
guests will be invited to present their ideas. There will be no forums over the summer, 
but Teaching Tuesdays will resume in September and run through May of 2018.  All 
are welcome. This month:  

May 9 - White Supremacy: 
What is it? What does it look like in our culture and UU congregations? 

May 30  - What has the UUA done for you lately? 
We will take a look inside the UUA and its relationship to our congregation. 

Introducing Teaching Tuesdays
Beginning May 9, 2017 - 6:30 p.m.

Larry Aguilar was happy 
to report that he has started a 
new job as executive director 
at the Calusa Nature Center. 
He retains his strong interest 
in and support for the Qual-
ity Life Center where he had 
previously worked.  

Ellie Boyd has been expe-
riencing more pain. She is in 
assisted living, and appreci-
ates having visitors. We hope 
she has an improved quality 
of life. 

Barbara Goolsby suf-
fered the loss of her 60 year 
old son, Reed Adams. He 
passed away quickly within 
days of being diagnosed with 
cancer of the spine, lung and 
liver. We extend our deepest 
sympathy to her. 

Barbara Gaiser lost her 
39 year old son, John Con-
roy. He died unexpectedly 
of complications of diabetic 
coma. We extend our deep-
est sympathy to her and her 
family. 

Kendra Maroon has re-
covered from a tough bout 
of pneumonia. We are happy 
to have her back with us and 
hope she will experience 
good health. 

Carol Siferd  hosted her 
annual Easter Sunday dinner 
for members of All Faiths. 
We are grateful to Carol for 
bringing so much joy into 
our lives through her most 
gracious and generous hos-
pitality. 
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Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Happy May 
  Birthday to you!

 

Book Club & Brown Bag - May 8 at 12pm
Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month 
Contacts:  Diane Chernow, dianecher@comcast.net and
                 Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com 
The Topic:  Relationships.   Be prepared to give a brief talk 
about a book you're reading or you have read that is relevant to 
any kind of discovery - use your imagination.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) - May 18 at 6pm  
Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month 
How to Converse with those who have different Political Views 
Contact:  Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
FIG of SW Florida is a group of humanists, rationalists, skeptics, 
free thinkers, atheists, and agnostics.  The first segment of each 
FIG meeting is a social time.  Second segment, tons of insightful 
topics and discussions. 

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am 
Wed. Contact:  David Hauenstein, daveeditor1146@gmail.com 
Friday Contact:  Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com 
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense 
of serenity.

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sunday, May 21
Collection is on the third Sunday of every month. 
Coordinator:  Joyce Schaffer, joycelschaffer@gmail.com
Please donate non-perishable foods such as cereal, peanut 
butter and tuna, and men's and women's clothing to help HIV/
AIDS patients and their families.  This month the clinic would 
appreciate CEREAL over other non-perishable foods.

Contact:  Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com

May 5 Doug Jeranson 
May 7 Ed Kleinow 
May 8 Ray Kocol 
May 13      Annely Hudanick
May 15 Audrey Olson
May 22 Patricia Sala
May 22 Paul Zoschke
May 22 Laurie Babcock
May 23 Jeanne Ezell
May 25 Lisa Leonhardt 
May 27      Rev. CJ
May 29 Mary Ellen Taylor
May 29 Ann Meissner
May 30 Nancy Fueyo 

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our outings and lunch w/wo a 
movie date. The potlucks, however, are reserved for "single" Solos 
 
Sat. May 06, 1pm - Potluck at Sharon Gray's (239) 565-2474

Sat. May 20, 1pm - Lunch and Outing:  Table & Tap Restaurant 
                                   (Babcock Ranch) with stop at Octagon Animal 
          rescue (carpool on your own)

 

And Coming Up...

If you are missing or see someone 
who is missing from the birthday 
roster, please let Regina know.

June    1  Jeannine Martin
June    2  Barb Pizzini
June    6  Joyce Davison

MEMORIAL DAY LUNCHEON 
Sunday, May 28 - after service 

 
   We'll provide the main course. 
                You bring a side dish, 

             salad or dessert. 
          Please sign up at the  

Activities Table.

LIFE CELEBRATION 
May 22, 2017 

6:30 pm sign-in at  
St. Columbkille Church 

12171 Iona Road, Ft. Myers
 

LIFE will wrap up another successful 
year of doing justice!  A lot has been 
accomplished and now it's time to 

celebrate & recognize those who made 
it happen.  Please join us.
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         Sunday                 Monday             Tuesday              Wednesday          Thursday               Friday              Saturday

7

14

21

28
See the calendar on-line:   

http://www.allfaiths-uc.org
Updates & Corrections will be on the 

website in Red Print.  

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

2

9

16

23

30

8

15

22

29

May Calendar 2016

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

McGregor Clinic 
Collection

10 am 
Sun. Service 
Team Mtg.

12 pm 
Book Club 

& Brown Bag 
Lunch

10:30 am
Meditation

1 pm
Solos Potluck

@ Sharon 
Gray's

10 am 
Finance  

Committee 
Meeting 

3:30 pm
Board of  

Governors 
Meeting 

7 pm
ACMA Concert 
Brian Smalley 

w. Dave Collins 
opening 

1 pm
Solos Lunch 

w. Outing 
(see pg. 4)

7 pm
ACMA Concert 
Andre Benis 

7 pm
ACMA Concert 
Homegrown 

 

6:30 pm 
Free  

Inquiry Group 
(FIG) 

Meeting

10:30am 
Service

Memorial Day 
Luncheon 

after service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

6:30 pm
Teaching 
Tuesday 
"White 

Supremacy"

6:30 pm
Teaching 
Tuesday 

"What has the 
UUA done for 
you lately?"

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
MeditationMay Day

Mother's Day 

Happy Mother's Day

7 pm
ACMA Concert 

NMBR11
 

6:30 pm 
(sign-in)

LIFE 
Celebration 

@ Saint 
 Columbkille

6:30 pm 
Climate Action 

Team Mtg. 

10 am 
Membership 

Meeting 

6 pm 
Newcomer 
Orientation 

6 pm
It's Open 
Mic Night

*****

Office Closed
for Memorial 

Day
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Your Church Does Not 
Need Volunteers

From Irreverin, April 20, 2017 by Erin Wathen 
I was writing my weekly note to the congregation (a few 

days late, because I took Monday off and it’s all downhill 
from there). Usually in this note, I share a few words about 
the message for Sunday so that we can all be reflecting on the 
same topic throughout the week. It makes the sermon more 
of an ongoing conversation. I sometimes discuss something 
that’s going on in the life of the church, as well. But this week, 
it was more of a thank you note. Because when I think about 
how much work my church folks did over the last few weeks 
to get our place ready for Easter, it blows my mind. And as I 
look around the property, I can see the fruits of many hours 
of shared labor.

Sparkling windows and floors; finely manicured landscap-
ing; dramatic paraments, hung with a complex pulley system 
by dedicated House Elves in the wee hours… And then I start 
thinking about the work of the worship team, the children’s 
ministry team and musicians; not to mention greeters, hand-
shakers, bulletin-hander-outers, and coffee makers; and the 
youth group out there hiding eggs for the little ones; plus 
more behind the scenes workers I have not mentioned. Just 
thinking about it makes me overwhelmed with gratitude. It’s 
enough to make my mascara run. (I’m not crying, you are).

In writing this note to my people, I wrote that it takes a 
whole village of volunteers to make all of this happen…. But 
then I found myself hitting the backspace button. Because 
“volunteer” is not quite the right word for what our people 
do at church.

I know I’m not the only one who cringes when some-
one sees me, without kids in tow, and asks if my husband 
is “babysitting.” Well, no. I mean, yes, he is at home with 
the kids tonight. But I do not think you can effectively say 
“babysitting” when it is your own dang kid. I’d say we could 
just call that parenting.

I feel the same when people talk about “volunteering” at 
church. And yes, I know it’s just a word. But it’s the wrong 
word, for a lot of reasons.

If you ask a grandparent, or an elder of your church, I’m 
pretty sure they will tell you that the church they grew up in 
never asked them to volunteer. Historically, the church has 
asked people to serve–as deacons, as greeters, as Sunday 
school teachers, or on the property committee. Whatever the 
job, it was considered a service. A ministry.

The language of volunteerism is a pretty recent addition 

to the church lexicon. It has emerged with the mega-church 
of the last few decades—and the culture in which small to 
moderate size churches replicate the language and practices 
of larger churches. “Volunteering” is something you’re asked 
to do, right off the bat in these places. It gets folks engaged, 
which is great. Maybe you give them a flashy name badge 
that says “VOLUNTEER” in big red letters, or a brightly col-
ored t-shirt that declares “VOLUNTEER” on the back. This 
identifies you as someone who’s there to help; one who can 
answer questions, give directions, or generally point you to-
ward the donuts. That’s a good thing.

But I balk at the secular nature of what it means to vol-
unteer. To volunteer means that you are an outside resource, 
stepping in to help an organization in need. Volunteering is 
what we do when we pick up trash at the park, or build a 
house with Habitat, or help sort food at the local food pantry. 
Volunteering is what I do at my kids’ school on Fridays.

In other words, it’s what you do at a place that is important 
to you–but not at a place that belongs to you.

And I guess that is the important distinction for me… You 
cannot volunteer at your own church, in the same way you 
cannot babysit your own kid. Because the church belongs to 
you in the same way your family does. It’s your own place, 
your own people. So of course you help take care of it. Of 
course you do yard work and make coffee and teach the kids 
and sing in the choir and whatever all else it is you do for the 
home and the people that you love.

A volunteer, in most cases, is just visiting. A fly-by. May-
be it’s a helpful fly-by, but it’s not the same as belonging to 
something. It’s not the same as contributing to something 
bigger than you, something that’s part of who you are.

Maybe some practices of inordinately large churches are 
good ones, systems from which we can learn a great deal 
about connection and engagement. But ultimately, the lan-
guage of volunteerism is secular, and more to the point, it is 
corporate. The notion is rooted in consumer culture, in which 
we can swoop in and give or take a measure that we deem 
fit, and then dart out again feeling we have done our part. We 
do a disservice to our faith, and to the gospel itself, when we 
reduce the work of the church to something you can mark on 
a time card.

All that said, we live in the world we live in, and we can-
not realistically extract this word from the life of the church. 
It is both a noun and a verb, and it’s the one that just rolls off 
the tongue when we are asking people to come and do work. 
Which, in the church, we are forever asking people to do. 

               continued on page 7 
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The Climate Action Team would like to thank all of you who 
have filled out and returned the congregational survey that is 
fundamental to our assessment of the important next steps in 
the process of becoming a Green Sanctuary.  If you have not 
had an opportunity to fill out a survey, please contact Regina to 
obtain a copy and return it as soon as possible.  

Our Green Sanctuary effort, under the leadership of Karen 
Grabia and Lee Page, will swing into full gear during the month 
of May.  We are looking forward to working closely with our 
new minister, CJ McGregor, who has been through this process 
before and strongly supports our environmental efforts here at 
All Faiths.  

We also anticipate the culmination of our “Rising Together” 
educational program in the Dunbar community this month with 
the completion of a survey of 100 homes to assess the health 
risks associated with environmental factors in that community.  
Community volunteers are helping to educate their neighbors 
about ways to cope with these climate related issues.

The Climate Action Team continues in its outreach efforts to 
other organizations working on climate change and other en-
vironmental issues here in Southwest Florida.  We are looking 
for opportunities to coordinate our efforts with other congrega-
tions and environmental organizations.  You’ll be hearing more 
about joint activities planned to get underway this spring and 
summer.

The Climate Action Team will hold its next meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, May 2nd.  The meeting is open to all inter-
ested parties and we urge you to come join us as we explore our 
plans for the coming months.

Climate Action Team Update 
by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

Many All Faithers and Climate Action Team members 
marched for science in downtown Ft. Myers on Earth Day.  
Leading the pack, of course, our dedicated CAT leader, Joan 
Marshall (holding sign.)      [Photo courtesy of Tom Fortin]

Still, as I plan for a summer sermon series on discipleship and 
what it means to let the church be the church, I feel a strong 
nudge to challenge how we talk about–and think about–the 
time and energy we spend in ministry. It’s important to recog-
nize those gifts for what they are–ministry–and I’m not sure 
the word “volunteer” does justice to the depths contained in 
the work people actually do in their churches.

Call it serving. Call it discipleship. Call it the priesthood of 
believers, or mission, or the ministry that we all share togeth-
er. Admittedly, “Priesthood of Believers” does not look great 
on a t-shirt. And it maybe doesn’t invite visitors to ask you 
where the bathrooms are… But whatever we do, we should 
remember that we don’t just belong to the church–it belongs 
to us.

And we do not babysit that which is ours.

Your Church continued from page 6

Photos from the Science March 
[courtesy of Sharon Gray]
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Together on the Journey 
                          by Fran Way, Member Services

Each month the newsletter will profile an All Faiths' veteran 
and/or new member. This month we feature Peter Erickson.

                                                               
                                                                   Peter Erickson                                                                                    

                   Member Since 2017
   Welcomed as a member of All 

Faiths in February, Peter Erickson 
has been a Unitarian since the fourth 
grade, when his parents left the Lu-
theran church and joined a Unitarian 
congregation. Peter says that though 
he was active in the congregation as 
a child and teenager, he drifted away 
from organized religion as a young 
adult. 

Peter is a life-long Minnesotan, born 
and raised in Rochester, where his father served as comptroller 
for the Mayo Clinic. His stay-at-home mother was busy raising 
Peter and his four brothers. Three brothers remain in Minnesota, 
along with Peter’s parents, who are in their early 90’s and are 
now in assisted living. Peter says he returns to Minnesota fre-
quently to see his family and is reassured that his two physician 
brothers are keeping a careful watch on his parents’ well-being 
when he is in Florida. 

Peter earned his undergraduate degree in political science at 
the University of Minnesota and graduated from U of M law 
school in 1974. Specializing in administrative law, he worked 
for the Minnesota legislature. He then served as a state judge for 
18 years before his appointment to a federal judgeship in 1994, a 
position he held until his retirement in 2014. 

Peter had vacationed in Florida for 25 years and owned a time-
share condo on Madeira Beach. He said his wife fell in love with 
the Fort Myers area, and after retiring they moved to the Pointe 
Royale high-rise condo community in Fort Myers. 

While the condo association offers an abundance of interesting 
activities, Peter finds the atmosphere to be far more conservative 
than the more liberal environment in Minnesota. “I don’t talk 
politics or religion with our neighbors!” A notable exception is 
his good friend and neighbor Ensign Cowell, who was also seek-
ing an outlet for his liberal religious and civic concerns. Ensign 
began attending All Faiths in 2015 and joined last year. Peter 
soon followed. “We have found All Faiths to be a place where 
there are like-minded people.” 

Peter and his wife Jan maintain an apartment in the Minne-
apolis area, where they return for the summer months. Jan has 

three daughters from a previous marriage, and misses her 19 
grandchildren when she’s away from them for too long. An avid 
fisherman, Peter spends time on northern Minnesota lakes dur-
ing the summer and flies back in the winter for ice fishing. He 
also enjoys biking and pickle ball, but his major hobby in Florida 
is bird watching. He is a member of the Caloosa Bird Club and 
spends occasional weekends on bird-watching excursions. 

Peter is pleased to return to active participation in our UU com-
munity. He enjoys the stimulating Sunday services at All Faiths, 
welcomes our involvement in climate change, and participates 
when he can. He is also very interested in the steps All Faiths is 
taking toward becoming a Green Sanctuary.

Words To Live By 
by Jeanne Ezell

I sometimes think that giving advice and instruction wastes 
energy, but I also know that my life has been shaped by the 
words of others.  Here are a few examples:

What's the worst thing that could happen today?
When I was about twenty, I worked for a doctor who often 

interrupted my complaints about the bad day I was having 
with this question, one he said had been put to him by a Chief 
Petty Officer he knew in the Navy. It effectively puts life's 
trials into perspective for me. So far I have never answered, 
"This is it."

I wonder what troubles that person has, what she might be 
dealing with at home.

My teenage friend and I were whispering about our server, 
who was neither cheerful nor efficient, when Diana's aunt 
stopped us with this observation. I heard these words only 
once, but fifty years later they continue to whisper to me when 
I am impatient with poor service or unpleasant people.

Girl, you will go to school with colored people, and you 
will not use the word "nigger" again.

After repeating what I had heard at school–in Mississippi in 
the mid 1950s–I was shocked by my beloved Uncle Amos's 
disapproving words and harsh tone. He talked to me for a long 
time, and I was thoroughly shamed before he finished. Thus 
began my realization that it is not wise to adopt the words of 
others without examination and reflection.  Moreover, in the 
years that followed, Uncle Amos's lesson challenged me to 
judge people "not by the color of their skin, but by the con-
tent of their character" (in Martin Luther King's words). I am 
thankful that because my family did not embrace hatred and 
bigotry my life has been enriched by many African American 
friends.
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A Sneak Peek at Teaching 
Tuesdays 2017

Teaching Tuesdays begin at 6:30 pm and are led by Rev. CJ 
McGregor and invited guests. 

September 5, 2017 - Spirit In Practice 
This session will help us as Unitarian Universalists develop 

regular disciplines, or practices, of the spirit—practices that help 
us connect with the sacred ground of our being, however we un-
derstand it.

September 19, 2017 - Facing Death with Life
During this session we will engage a process of personal re-

flection, learning, and spiritual growth focused on the topic of 
death and dying. Drawing on a variety of contemporary reli-
gious and secular resources, we will move from viewing death 
as an abstract concept to developing a personal recognition of its 
meaning in our lives.

October 3, 2017 - Faith Like a River
This session invites us to place ourselves into our history and 

consider its legacies and lessons for today. 
October 24, 2017 - Immigration as a Moral Issue
Our immigration system isn’t simply broken. It is also im-

moral. Families are separated for two to twenty years because 
of arbitrary ceilings. Is that moral? Spouses of U.S. citizens are 
barred for up to ten years from returning to the United States 
and are separated from their U.S. citizen children. Is that moral? 
When children brought to the United States by their parents be-
come teenagers, they learn that they cannot obtain a driver’s li-
cense or a Social Security number, and so cannot reach their full 
potential. The law continues to blame the child for the mistakes 
of the parents. Is that moral?

November 7, 2017 - Beyond the Partisan Divide Part 1 
   November 21, 2017 Part 2

Unitarian Universalism is a border-crossing faith. We con-
stantly revisit what it means to be open and welcoming to all 
who would find sustenance in our message and our communi-
ties. Our first Principle calls us to see the inherent worth and 
dignity in every person. Our fourth champions a free search for 
truth and meaning. Still, living in our two-party political 
system, we sometimes struggle to embody a welcome that 
stretches across partisan division.

December 5, 2017 - Haunting Church Part 1 
   December 19 Part 2

We claim to have resigned the theologies and religious affili-
ations of the past.  Yet they still haunt us.  How can we make 
peace with these ghosts?

           Upcoming Topics on Transcendentalism: 
 
May 07     Transcendentalism and Education
May 14     Thoreau, Abolition and John Brown
May 21     Animal Ministry 
May 28     No workshop – Memorial Day Luncheon  

Discussions led by Doug Cartwright  & Joyce Ramay 
Coordinator: Pat Nuding.

May Adult Ed. Forums 
Sundays at 9:15 am

When the moon is in the seventh house,
And Jupiter aligns with Mars,
Then peace will  guide the planets,
And love will steer the stars,
This is the dawning of the age of All Faiths!

I predict, as an optimistic Unitarian Universalist,  that 2017 
will be a  year of bold changes and steady success! 

Change is not always easy or fun, but it can be a catalyst for 
true progress.  It can send us in a new, and improved direction. 

This year we will need to be bold.  We will need to address 
transitions and challenges with courage and a positive attitude.  
2017 may not be an easy year, but is there ever really an easy 
year in our line of business -- standing up for what's right and 
just?

We, as Unitarian Universalists, possess a personal magic and 
an endless belief in our faith and in ourselves. We can't be hesi-
tant or be shy, we have to be bright and bold, and trust in our 
abilities.

Now, more than ever, we need to trust in our support network, 
our congregation, our close friends, family, colleagues, and 
neighbors. This is the year to think locally and act locally, which 
ultimately becomes the same as thinking and acting globally.

In this year, 2017, I predict, as an optimistic Unitarian Univer-
salist, that we will stand strong, we will be bold, we will let love 
guide us and we will succeed. 

Predictions from an Optimistic 
Unitarian Universalitst 

by Regina Kilmartin 
(a reading written for the 2/12/17 service)
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Cleaning Crew Volunteers 
May 2017

 
   Before May 06   Ed Kleinow & Joyce Ramay 
   Before May 13   Put Your Name Here 
   Before May 20   Sharon Gray & Bill Snider 
   Before May 27   Cloyd & Jeanne Ezell 
 
      Thank you all for doing such a great job 
     all year.  Your time is greatly appreciated. 

   Americana      
   Community  
   Music  
   Association

May 2017 Concert Line-Up 
 Concerts Start at 7pm 

(Tkts $10 for ACMA members, 
$15 for general public) 

   Saturday - May 6
Andre Benis

Saturday - May 13 
Brian Smalley 

w. David Collins opening
 

Saturday - May 20 
Homegrown

Saturday - May 27 
NMBR11

Would you like to be: 
revered?   

respected?   
greatly appreciated?

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE!
Our outstanding Cleaning 

Crew could use a little help the 
2nd week of the month.

Help make All Faiths shine - litterally! 
Contact Jeanne Ezell at 
 jeannezell@gmail.com 

for info on joining the crew.

 It's Back! 
All Faiths' Open Mic Night  

 
Put on your calendar, Thursday, May 

25 at 6:00 pm

 
Join us for sharing stories, poems, 

or songs, or come to be an appreciative 
audience.

Sign up at the activity table so we will 
have an idea of attendance, but come 
and bring a friend even if you don't 

sign up.

 
There will be refreshments and an 

opportunity to contribute to the kitty.  
 

Facilitators: Robert Bennett, Jeanne 
Ezell, Lisa Leonhardt and 

 Howard Silverman.  
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The News-Press Article on CJ 
 

As published on April 28, 2017 (Errors not corrected)

              THE REV. CJ McGREGOR new pastor at All Faiths 
              by Mary Ann Husty

The Rev. CJ McGregor joins as settled minister on Monday, May 1 at All Faiths Unitarian Congregation of Fort 
Myers.

“I’m grateful to be welcomed as your next minister,” Rev. McGregor said over the phone on Feb. 26, after the 
vote. “Our congregation has so many good things happening in serving our community and our faith. We have 
an exciting future ahead of us.”

On Sunday, May 7 he will deliver his first sermon at 10:30 a.m. service at 2756 McGregor Blvd. in Fort Myers. 
All are welcome to attend and also gather to meet him and fellowship, conversation and coffee hour after the 
service. The church is wheelchair accessible.

McGregor was born and raised in the Adirondack Mountains of New York, and his husband Richard have 
a home for summer retreat. They have been partnered 24 years and have two adult sons in New York and 
Massachusetts.

He has degrees in Education from Mater Dei College and Divinity from Andover Newton Theological School 
and is Adjunct Professor of Ministerial Formation at Meadville Lombard Theological School. He serves the 
Florida UU Ministers Association as Good Officer or Minister to Ministers. Prior to the ministry Rev. CJ held 
leadership roles in non-profit organizations in New York and Massachusetts.

Rev. McGregor most recently served as the Developmental Minister at First Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of the Palm Beaches in North Palm Beach from 2013-2017 and has served congregations in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island; served as Director of Religious Education for eight years in a Massachusetts congregation. 
He has served as a hospice chaplain and a chaplain in a forensic unit of a Massachusetts state hospital; served 
the denomination as Commissioner of the Commission on Social Witness and has served the Journey Toward 
Wholeness Committee.

He describes himself as a theist with strong humanist leanings. He feels held by something greater and 
believes we can save ourselves if we are committed to love and justice. McGregor holds the freedom of belief 
dear and teaches that we all have a place at the table and encourages Unitarian Universalists to walk the talk 
by welcoming everyone regardless of beliefs. The reverend describes his ministry as pastoral, stating that he 
receives the greatest satisfaction from being in relationship with congregants and offering care, support, and 
guidance.
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Communications 
Regina Kilmartin 

Newsletter 
Regina Kilmartin

Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod 

Eileen Moran 
Joyce Ramay 

 
Social Media & Website 

Regina Kilmartin, Sharon Gray, 
Email Announcements 

Joyce Ramay

Member Services
Greeters 
Fran Way

Care and Support 
Joyce Ramay

Adult Education Forums 
Pat Nuding

Finance 
Joyce Ramay

Stewardship Committee 
Doug Cartwright

Nominating Committee 
Carol Elrod

Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay

Sound Technician
Ed Elrod

Buildings and Grounds 
Kay Riegler

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900  Fax: (239) 278-5743 
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org        Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org

Board of Governors: Diane Cartwright, President; Bill Snider, Vice-President; 
Jen Eversole, Secretary; Sharon Gray, Treasurer; Ed Kleinow, Past Chair; 

Governors:  Robert Bennett, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Lisa Leonhardt, David Slocum. 
Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the June Issue of Connections 
May 18 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs; 
9am to 12:30pm, Friday and Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

Outreach
Climate Action Team 

Joan Marshall
L.I.F.E. 

Bill Snider & Regina Kilmartin
McGregor Clinic 

Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy 

Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 

Debra MacDonald

  Honoree of the Month

This month the Board honors Regina 
Kilmartin, our congregational administrator 

extraordinaire.  Regina moved to Fort Myers from 
Poughkeepsie, New York in 2009 and applied for the position 
of All Faiths' office manager.  In the ensuing eight years she 
has become the voice, face, and heart of our congregation.  
She is often the first person visitors meet as well as our 
representative in the community in business matters. She 
does her job well, but she is being honored for her many 
contributions as an All Faiths' congregant.

Regina says that the members she worked with as our 
office manager soon made her realize she wanted to become 
a member herself. And she has become a member who 
truly contributes of her time, talent, and treasure.  She 
volunteered to become a worship associate and handles 
those responsibilities with poise and grace.  

Regina is seen at most of All Faiths' programs–concerts, 
dinners, open mic night.  And she is usually helping with 

setup and clean up after these events, as well as quite often 
being the person who locks the building.

Regina has been deeply involved with All Faiths' engagement 
in LIFE (Lee Interfaith for Empowerment).  She serves as a team 
leader representing All Faiths and has participated by hosting 
several LIFE events at All Faiths itself.  She has been involved 
in organizing several of the Nehemiah Action meetings. Her 
work in New York as a court reporter has given her strong 
appreciation of the need for legal justice for all people.

Our Connections newsletter has been recognized as 
outstanding, especially given the size of our congregation.  
Getting the newsletter typed and formatted is a part of her 
job, but for the past three years Regina has produced the 
newsletter almost single-handedly. She plans it, writes many of 
the articles and edits others, adds graphics and photographs, 
and works hard to get it to our members and friends before 
the first of the month.

Regina, thank you for all you do, both as a staff member 
and as a congregant.

Regina Kilmartin


